
1244 July 22 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

12 months starting July 1, 2002; this resolu-
tion has the effect of prohibiting the ICC
from commencing any investigation or pros-
ecution of U.S. forces in SFOR for a period
of 1 year. The Security Council further de-
clared its intention to renew this resolution
on an annual basis. In light of these protec-
tions for U.S. forces and personnel, the
United States voted in favor of U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1423.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately
2,400 personnel. United States personnel
comprise just under 15 percent of the total
SFOR force of approximately 15,800 per-
sonnel. During the first half of 2002, 18
NATO nations and 17 others, including Rus-
sia, provided military personnel or other sup-
port to SFOR. Most U.S. forces in Bosnia
and Herzegovina are assigned to Multi-
national Division, North, headquartered in
the city of Tuzla. Additionally, U.S. military
personnel are deployed to other countries in
the region in support of SFOR. These de-
ployments include approximately 60 U.S.
military personnel deployed to Hungary and
Croatia to provide logistical and other sup-
port. The U.S. forces continue to support
SFOR efforts to apprehend persons indicted
for war crimes. In the last 6 months, U.S.
forces have not sustained any combat-related
fatalities.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in
Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed
about developments in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and other states in the region.
I will continue to consult closely with the
Congress regarding our efforts to foster
peace and stability in the former Yugoslavia.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Sierra Leone and Liberia
July 22, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I am providing herewith a 6-month
periodic report prepared by my Administra-
tion on the national emergency with respect
to Sierra Leone and Liberia that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13194 of January
18, 2001, and expanded in scope in Executive
Order 13213 of May 22, 2001.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 22, 2002.

Remarks on the Adoption Public
Service Announcement Campaign
July 23, 2002

The President. Thank you, Laura. Laura
loves children a lot, and I’m really proud to
call her wife. And she’s doing a fine job as
our First Lady, and I’m proud of the job she’s
doing.

Here’s what I love about adoption: It re-
veals the good heart of America. That’s what
adoption does. Extending the welcome of
family to a vulnerable child is a great commit-
ment, but it’s an extraordinary act of love.
Adoptive families and foster families deserve
our Nation’s thanks and our Nation’s recogni-
tion. So, thanks.

Every year, American families adopt tens
of thousands of children. Many of these chil-
dren come from America’s foster care sys-
tem. Yet, there are many more in that system
whose deepest desire is to become a member
of a family. Today I’m proud to announce
some steps that will make adoption easier
and a more common part of our life in Amer-
ica.

But first, I want to thank Laura, and I want
to thank Congresswoman Anne Northup, an
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